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Die Marti: 31 Fanuarii, 1737. 


Rdered by the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal in Parliament aſſembled, 

That the Thanks of this Houſe be, and are 
hereby given to the Lord Biſhop of Glo- 
cefter, for the Sermon by him preached be- 
fore this Houſe yeſterday in the Abby- 
Church Weſtminſter; and that he be de- 


fired to cauſe the lame to be printed and 
publiſhed. 


Wa. Cowren, | 
Cler. Parliamentor. 


Ps aL. LXXVIII. 5, 6, 7, 8. 


Hie commanded our Fathers „that they 
ſhould make them Known: to their Cal. 


dren. 
Dat the Generation to come - might 1 


| born, who ſhould ariſe and declare them 
to their Children: 


That they might ſet their hope in God, and 
not forget the works of God, but keep his 


Commandments : 


And might not be as their Fathers, a Aub- 
Born and rebellious Generation, a Gene- 
ration that [et not their heart aright. 


HESE words point out to us the proprie- 
ty and uſefulneſs of commemorating 
and conſidering the ſignal Mercies or 
udgments, which have in the courſe 
of Providence been diſpenſed to any Nation. And 

they juſtify cee the Wiſdom of this Na- 
tion, in having appointed the Obſervance of cer- 
tain Days, in order to call upon the People to 
make due reflections on the Great Events for which 
* were remarkable. 


A 2 | But 


them, even the Children which ſhould be 
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4 A SERMON preach'd before the 


But this Wiſdom is not juſtified of all. RE, 
Some there are, and not a few, of opinion, that 
the Three Annual Commemorations of this fort, 
which the Law of the Land hath enjoined to be 
obſerved, might more uſefully be omitted than 
continued. —But, if theſe perſons will but calmly 
conſider the reaſon of their firſt appoi t, they 
may perhaps become ſenſible of the reaſonableneſs 
of their continuance or at leaſt allow that fome 
good may proceed from it. ne 
The fell of theie Days; the th of November, 
way ſet apart, to put us in mind of the Evil and 
Danger of Popery and Tyranny, . from both which 
at different times we have been wonderfully de- 
livered on that day; and of the benefits and bleſ- 
fings of a True Religion and Legal Government, 
which by the fame Mercy of Providence have been 
eſtabliſhed and preſerved among us. =; 
And, as we are by this means cautioned againſt 
Superſtition and--Bigotry, "Tyranny and abſolute 
Power, on the one hand: So the Anniverſary 
which we are now aſſembled to obſerve, was in- 
tended to guard us againſt the contrary extreme, 
of. Fanaticiſm and Enthufiaſm, of Lawleflne(s 
and Licentiouſneſs. For both extremes center 
in one and the fame Point, both end in producing 
the ſame Diſorder and Miſery in the World. If there 
be any difference, the latter ſeems to produce the 
greater Evils of the two. 1 ET 
And laſtly, to make us fully ſenſible of the Hap- 
pineſs we enjoy under a Limited Monarchy and E- 
piſcopal Proteſtant Church: As this ſecond Anni- 
verſary was inſtituted to remind us, that the De- 
ſtruction of Theſe, far from being a Benefit, as ſome 
3 Perſons 
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"UFO, once e fond! imagined, will always be the 


"greateſt Curſe to this Sion, as the whole Feo 9 


afterwards, by experience found: 80 the third, 
29th of May, was deſigned to ſhew us, that if er 
we ſhould again loſe this ineſtimable Blefling g, no- 
thing could make us cafy and happy, but the Re- 
ſtoration of it to us. 

We then are ſo many Lond. marki ſet up, 10 

many fs hung out, X caution all ſucceedin 

Ages to in ſuch manner, as to keep at a di- 


— from thoſe Rocks, which muſt ochek wil in- 
evitably daſh them to pieces, and to inſtruct them 
from the Examples and Experience of former Times, 


what their preſent Conduct ought to be. 
Theſe are 4: #4 grand and principal Pornts in which 


the 3 of this Nation are concern d, and which 


incipally and perpetually want to be admo- 
of. And therefore for er l to them, 


it was ordained by the Legiſlature, that theſe Pub- | 


lick morations; fo well ſuited to this Fur- 


To teach the Children of the Generations to come, that 
 Pofterity may know them, and the Children whi, < are 


yet unborn : To the intent that when they come. . 


they may ſhew their Children the ſame. - _ 
But of all theſe Anniverſaries; there i: is none con- 


cerning the Propriety and Hanse, of which 


there has been ſo much Diſpute, as That we are;this 
Doy' obſerving,  - 

Some there are who think it not cal very expe- 
dient, but almoſt abſolutel 5 Lala ſhould 
be ſtrictly and for ever ch ed: judge it 
not only expedient, but neceſſary, hoy 1 Obſer- 

vance of it ſhould be laid aſide. Theſe think, that 


Comme 
poſe, ſhould be ſolemnly and perpetually obſerved : 


= 


. 1 
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the Continuance of it only tends to keep alive and 
foment Diſputes and Animoſities, which would 
D ſoon die and be forgotten. Thoſe are of 
inion, that the ſame evil Principles which 

diced formerly this fatal Tragedy, not only would 
ſoon ariſe, were the Commemoration of it to be 
dropped; but that they are ſtill ſubſiſting, and that 
it is neceſſary therefore to have the O ce of 
this Faſt continued, ſely to mark and diſcoun- 
tenance thoſe who favour them: As Aaron s Rod 


Numb. xvii, Was ordered to be laid up in the Sanctuary, for a to- 


ken againſt future Rebels. 
Some o oo former there are, who in this whole 
28 ow all the blame entirely upon the 
and think what the People did 0 be fo far 
8001 lameable as to be even meritorious. And ma- 
ny of the latter lay the whole Load u pn 
People, think them to be blamed and the 
+ pa in every Part of their retire Con. 
u 
' Thus are Men led by their Paſſions and Prejudi- 
ces, inſtead of their Reaſon and Judgment. And 
fo long as they will act and judge, not from an 
impartial Regard to the Truth of the Caſe, but 
from a Spirit of Oppoſition to one another, they 
muſt neceſſarily run into great Errors and Extremes. 
And till they can diveſt emſelves of their prepoſ- 
ſeſſions, it will be impoſſible for them to ſee things 
as they are, and confider of them as they deſerve. 
Let us then endeavour to do this : to lay afide Par- 
ty and Prejudice; and think of the Fact before us, 
with that Attention which the Importance of it re- 
quires, and that Seriouſneſs and Love of Truth which 
are ſuitable to the Place we are in, 5 
n 


C 
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And let usfirft of all conſider, wherein the true 
Crime, the real Obliquity, of the Fa& which we 


this Day deplore 


And ſecondly, what right Uſe we may make of 
reflecting upon the wrong Behaviour of our Ance- 
— ; jr profitable Inſtruction, from ING 
whatis we may be able to layupfor the regula- 
ting our own Conduct for the r | . 
This is a Behaviour better becoming pious Chri- 
ſtians and peaccable Subjects upon SE tn 
We are C upon by the Las of our Land to ob- 
ſerve it in a religious and dutiful manner, than on- 
ly to find fault with what is ordered, and calumni- 
ate that which the Legiſlature hath thought fit to 
command. Thoſe who can find ſo many bad Ef- 
fects proceeding from the Obſervance of this Day, 
and are fo highly offended at the ill Uſes made of it, 
will undoubtedly be extremely glad to find out any 
good ones, and will endeavour to improve them. to 
the utmoſt : they will be plcaſcd to have any way 
pointed out, by which the preſent Memorialmay- be 
ar — * either . themſelves or others. And 
may at laſt diſcover, that while tt 
— 3 wholly taken up in looking out rv 
conveniences and faults, they have overlooked the 
Uſes andAdvantages, which might ariſe from a right 
and religious Obſervance of this Day. 
How long it ſhall continue to be obſerved, this is 


a Matter which muſt be left to the Wiſdom of 


that Authority which at firſt appointed it. But in 


the mean time it certainly becomes every private 
Perſon, to- pay it that regard which the Laws of 
his Country require, and make the beſt Uſe he an. 
| © 


a. 4 
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of the Subje&t which be is directed to den his 
Thoughts to. 

If then upon chis Anniverſary. he applies m- 
ſelf to lament the Sins of the Nation in general, 
and his own in particular; he may find employ- 
ment enough for the Day, . — ſpending any 

t of it in juſtifying what was done by others 

rmerly, or cenſuring Sim - — —— at 

5 But perhap 8, n rther 
to conſider seie Crime” Which hb: is ca 
upon this Day to deplore, he may find ſufficient 
Matter in.that alſo, to exerciſe his Thoughts; Mat- 
ter for Humiliation in regard to what is paſt, and 
of Inſtruction in regard to what is to come : Pro- 
vided he confiders it with calmneſs and impartiali- 
ty. And let us in this manner now conſider, 
wherein the true Crime and real Obliquity of the 
Actions, which are the Su of: our t Hu- 
miliation, conſiſtet. 22 _ 

And here to ſay, Ant Kings hav a right to 
treat their Subjects as they pleaſe, and that Sabject 
have no right of Self- defence, would be to aſſert 
-what is falſe in itſelf and mig ht be fatal in its con- 
ſequences. 'The 'Truth is, "hat each have their 
reſpective Rights, their reſpective Powers, and Du- 
ties. And Theſe in this Ki dom and Form of 
Government, are by Laws diſtinctly aſſigned to 
each of them. The King is — overn, and the 
People are to obey, accordi Laws of the 
Land, which are equal! * hs to Both. And 
when Either tra: is Rule, they depart from 
their Duty aro} Gratis guilty of a Crime, - When 
therefore, in the Times we are now to conſider, 
the King claimed a Power of levying Money by | 

his 
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his Own ole Command, of impriſoning Perſons, 
and eſpecially Members of either Houſe of Parlia· 
ment, by his Own Authority, He claimed what 
He had no riglit to. And the People therefore had 
a right to deny and oppoſe ſo un warrantable a De- 
mand, ſo dangerous a: Precedent. And thoſe who 
did oppoſe it, were to be eſteemed worthy Patriots, 
and not to be accounted Rebels. 
When the King on the other a 
Detnarida, and diſclaimed 'fuch- an Authority; 
when he returned to the Bounds of his Prerogative, 
and the People refuſed to return to the Bounds of 
their Duty; when it was evident they were aiming, 
not to keep their Sovereign within the Limits of 
his Power, but to aſſume a licentions Power to 
- themſelves and over Him: Then was the Crime 
in the People and not their Prince; then were they 
guilty of Re Rebellion, in reſiſting their lawful 80- 
_ ruling according to Law over them, and of 
deution, in every Thing they made Him ſuffer 
or eee ights of his Crown 
That the Miniſters of the King were for ſtrain- 
ing his Prerogative too far, in order to ſerve their 
own and not their Maſter's Intereſts, was hut too 
true. Nay it muſt be owned, that the Judges, the 
Miniſters? of Publick - Juſtice in the Land, pro- 
nounced-in his Fayour, That to be che Law of 
which was contrary to it. And it cannot be deni 
that ſome of thoſe, whoſe Profeſſion it was to be 
Miniſters. of the Goſpel of Truth, did, to ſerve 
Worldly ends an purpoſes, preach up a Doctrine 
6 AS th Dockine of ' Chriſt i; 
t it was unla Subje&s to oppole 
9 Occaoner dee e 


ſoever. 
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1 Thus was the King not only provoked by 


the unreaſonable Perverſeneſs of one part of his Sub- 


jects, but deluded by the Officiouſneſs and ſeeming 


Zeal of another part, to aſſume a Power which he 
IJ 7: ot Dag Trp 07 m0ft 

They who defend the Behaviour of that Party 
which oppoſed the King, are apt in their Declama- 
tions to be very ſevere upon Court Flatterers. And 
no one can ſay any Thing to vindicate them. It is 
but too common, for Princes to aim at, and Paraſites 
to attribute to them more than they ought. But 
while this is obſerved, it muſt not be forgotten, 
that the People as well as Princes have their Para- 
fites alſo; who compliment them likewiſe with 
Powers not belonging to them, and who hope to 
advance themſelves and. their Fortunes as much by 
unreaſonably oppoling their Supetiors, as others by 
complying with them. E | 

But to return. If the Encroachments on the 
Part of the King were ſuch as the Subjects had 
great Reaſon to complain of, the Conceſſions on 
the Part of the King were as many as the Subjects 
could deſire; and more, not only than it was ne- 


ceſſary, but than it was fit for the King to make. 


He gave but too great a Proof of his Deſire to 
do every Thing to ſatisfy even the moſt diflatisfied 
and unreaſonable of his Subjects, when he gave his 
Aſſent to the Act for continuing the Parliament, 
as long as it ſhould pleaſe the Parliament itſelf to 
be continued. And it is to be obſerved, that this 
Aſſent was not by force extorted from him, but 
freely given at the beginning of the Troubles, and 
before any unfortunate Succeſs can be faid- to have 
reduced him to the neceſſity of ſuch a compliance. 


But 
2 
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But whatever Compliances he at any time 
— — were all interpreted to proceed from ſome 
Prong Motive, and none allowed to be ſincerely 

intended. And every ſurmiſe of his Adverſaries 


not only then was, but now is by ſome People, 


looked on to be a plain Certainty; while Facts 
, themſelves, on the 4 hand, are not admitted to 
be of the leaſt weight. How ſeverely has the King 
been charged with an Intention of breach of Pro- 
miſe ? But how many Promiſes, how many Oaths 
did his Oppoſers actually break ? And yet all this 
on that Side is to paſs for nothing. What repeated 
Proteſtations did they make of their tender Regard 
for the King and his Royal Dignity? How ſo- 
lemnly did they ſwear, when they took the ſolemn 
League and Covenant, that they would with their 
Lives and Eftates preſerve and defend the King's Ma- 
jeſtys Perſon and Authority, that the World might 
bear witneſs, with their Conſciences, of their 
Loyalty, and that they had no Thoughts or Inten- 
tention to diminiſh his Majeſty's juſt Power and 
Greatneſs ? How ſolemnly did thoſe to whom the 
King did ſurrender Himſelf for Security promiſe, 
that they would defend him againſt all his Enemies: 
and how did they immediately deliver Him N to 
the moſt irreconcileable of them ? _ . 


Notwithſtanding all this, a Notion has 1 


taken up by ſome, as if it were uncharitable and 


Even un 


, to brand any of the Regicides with 
Infamy. But ſurely ſome Degree of juſt Cenfure 
may be permitted on Occaſion of a Fact, to which 
it is allowed that there is not in all Hiſtory an en- 
tire Parallel. There have been many who have- 
conſpired ſecretly, or 3 openly againſt their 


Princes. 


— 
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. King have fallen. But no Miſcreants be» 


Princes. In the F ury of an Inſurrection, rn 
Heat of a Battel, ae often have happen d that 
rebellious Subjects may lain their lawful So-- 

By ſecret Poiſon or ſudden Aſſaſſination 


fore theſe, ever thought of erecting themſelves by 
their own Authority into a High Court of Juſtice, 
and placing their Sovereign at the Bar of it. Theſe 
Wretches proceeded in cold Blood, after long 
Thought and Prayer too, to perpetrate the black+ 
eſt Wickedneſs in the moſt ſolemn Forms _ 
could contrive ; and with unexampled Hypocriſy 
arraigned the King as an arbitrary Prince, ſubvert- 

ing the Fundamental Laws of the Nation: When 
at Aha very Time of their doing ſo, they were act. 
2 not only without any Law, but againſt: the 
le Authority of the whole Conſtitution. For 
even were we to carry the Power of the Repre- 
ſentative Body of the People, as far as its moſt 
zealous Aſſerters can poſlibly carry-ie ; wcre we to 
ſuppoſe there were a right in them of trying their 
Sovereign and even puniſhing Him with Death: 
Yet thoſe who committed this Fact, were confeſſed- 
ly ſuch, as could pretend to no fort of Right what - 
Oe ver, putting the Matter upon any Scheme or Foot 


3 They were — the Parliament, 


nor Commiſſioned by the Parliament, but an arm 
ed Rabble, nor the Nepreſentutive of the tenth Part 
of the People, as the Act for obferving this Faſt 


remarks. The Majority of the Houſe of Com- 


mons,. the true Repreſentative Body of the People; 
had, with the Concurrence of the Houſe of — 
voted the King's Conceſſions ſatisfactory and a 


me of Peace. Fheſe Men therefore were 


Traitors 
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Traitors to their Country as well as their King, 
were Rebels to the Parliament as well as thi 
Gn ee ee 
But, together with their Civil Conduct, their Be- 
haviour in Eccleſiaſtical Matters muſt be conſider- 
ed alſo, in order to give a full view of what I pro- 
poſed to ſhew-under this head, wherein their Wick- 
edneſs and Guilt conſiſted. Now, as under pretence 
of redreſſing Grievances in the State, the Laws of 


the Kingdom were overturned by them: fo under 
pretence of reforming Religion, every thing that 


was decent and orderly in the Church was by vio- 
lence aboliſhed, And while they were committing 


Extravagancies and Enormities, which a moral 


Heathen would have ſtartled at, their cry ſtill was, 
that the Religion-Eſtabliſhed was not pure enough 


for them. Their Conſciences were ſo tender and 


ſcrupulous, as not to be able to ſuffer even ſome in- 


different things in the exterior of Religion: and at 
the ſame time without any ſcruple they broke thro- 
all the weightreſt Matters, of Fuſtice, Mercy, and Matth. if. 
Faith. I do not fay that they had no reaſon to 23+ | 


complain of ſome oppreſſive acts of ſome Church-- 
men. They had, it is too certain, but too much. 
But what ſhews their Iniquity in a peculiarly ſtrong 
Light is, that while they were loudly exclaiming 


"__ the Power of the Eſtabliſhed Church, they 
e 


bliſhed a Tyranny ten times greater, even in 
the Opinion of the Enemies of the Church, than 
the greateſt which themſelves had charged it with. 


When the Prelacy Worſhip and Diſcipline of the 
Church of England was aboliſhed, and the Preſpy- 
terian Scheme exalted in its place: How did thoſe 


who had been ſo bitterly inveighing againſt the Per- 
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ſecutions of the Epiſcopal Party, behave towards 

them and towards others who differ d from them? 

Did they ſo much as tolerate the Worſhip. of the 

Church of England? Nay, they not only perſecu- 

ted all Churchmen, whom' they looked on as their 

profeſſed Enemies, but the Independents, whom 

they before had ſtiled their holy Friends and dear 

Brethren. And the Independents themſelves called 

Edwards The Preſbyterian Government Antichriſtian, Lordly, 

Gan 2 Part Cruel, a worſe Bondage than under Prelates. And 
III Fag. zal, they called their Afembly, Antichriſtian, . Romiſh, 


and 230. 
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Bloody. Though Epiſcopal Government had been 
Vel II b held to be Antichriſtian, yet the whole new Form 
299, © of the Preſbyterian was immediately declared to be 
Jure Divina. | cop 
How much ſoever they have cried out againſt 
it ſince, the Preſbyterians were then very ready to 
invoke theAfſiſtance of the ſecular Arm; and appli- 
Nees Hiſt, ed not only for having their own Form of. Ecclgſiaſti- 
Vol. III. Pag. cal Government eſtabliſhed, but no other talerated, 
157, and 284, and for the Reſtraint even of all Private Aſſemblies. 
The Parliament called in all the Common Prayer 
Books, and impoſed a Fine on thoſe Miniſters who 
ſhould read any other Form than that contained in 
the Directory. The Common Prayer was forbid to 
be uſed not only in publick, but in any private Family 
or Place, under TRY of 51. for the firſt Offence, 
10 l. the ſecond, the third a Tears Impriſonment. 
There was farther, a Declaration of the Houſe of 
Page 365. Commons againſt all who ſhould write or ſay any 
| thing in derogation of the New Eſtabliſhed Church 
Government. And ſtill farther, an Act of their 
Paſſed Jan. 7. Parliament, Impowering the Council of State to re- 
8 late the Myſtery of Printing. And thus the 
Sf JST) * ho 
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had an opportunity of ſhewing, how real their re- 
gard was then, for what is at other times a favou- 
rite Topick with them, the Liberty of the Preſs. 
Nay, there was an Ordinance, That all who ſhould Fa Moy 3: 
willingly maintain, publiſh or defend, by preachingg 
or writing, certain Herefies contrary to the Doctrines 
of the then Eſtabliſbed Church, ſhould be adjudged Fe- 
ns; and upon Complaint or Proof by the Oaths of. 
two Witneſſes before two Fuſtices of the Peace, be com- 
mitted to Priſon, and in caſe they ſhould not abjure 
them, ſuffer Death: And in caſe they ſhould abjure 
them, ſhould find ſecurity for their future Behawour.. 
Tf they ſhould relapſe, they ſhould fer Death as be- 
Fare. It is ſcarcely credible, that ſuch ſhould be the 
Behaviour of a.Set of Men, even immediately up- 
on their firſt exaltation to Power, the Employment 
of whoſe Lives had been, while they were out of 
it, to exclaim againſt the Antichriſtian Tyranny of 
the. Church. of England: and that themſelves 
| ſhould rival the Cruelty of the Rom;/b Church, even 
in the moſt cruel 2 2 r Liber- 
Conſcience, which been ſo highly ex- 
— —— they were undermoſt, as e 
were got uppermoſt, is cried down and repreſent- 
ed to be the Root of all Evil, the Ruin of all Re- 
ligion* And what hath been lately demanded as 
a Natural Right, a Capacit 4. ſerving in all State 
Employments, was then looked upon by themſelves. 
in a quite contrary Light, and 9 Layman whoſe- - 
ever was capable of any Office, Givil or Military, 
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whatſoever, who did not qualify himſelf by taking 


the Covenant. + 


Thus then at length all the pretended Reforma- 


tion both of Church and State ended in the De- 


ſtruction of Both; and at the ſame time of all Li- 


T/. m. 5, Ec. 
24. 


berty, Civil and Religious. For, inſtead of the 
Grievances, part of them imaginary ones, which 
theſe Men had ſo much complained of under the 
Government of their lawful Prince, the foreſt Ty- 
ranny was introduced that ever this Nation felt; 
not of one, but of many Tyrants, and ſome of them 
the loweſt and worſt of the People. Then were 
thoſe Prophecies verified in our Land. The. Peo- 
Ple ſhall be oppreſſed every one by another, and every. 
ene by his nezghbour. The child ſhall behave himſel 


proudly againſt the ancient,” and the af againſt t 


honourable. Behold, the Lord maketh the earth waſte, 
and turneth it upſide down. And it ſhall be, as with 
the people ſo with the prieſt, as with the ſervant 6 
irh his maſter, as with the maid fo with her mi- 


fireſs, as with the buyer ſo with the ſeller, as with 


the lender fo with the borrower ! The Land fhall be 
utterly ſpoiled, becauſe the Lord hath ſpoken the aword. 
The earth is defiled under the inhabitants thereof, be- 
tauſe they have tranſgreſſed the laws, changed the or- 
dinance, broken the everlaſting covenant, 

This State of Things was too diſorderly and pre- 
poſterous to laſt long: and it naturally uſhered in a- 
nother ſpecies of Tyranny, that of a Single Man, 
who having raiſed himſelf from a low rank in life 


only by the pretence of pulling down arbitrary 


power, as ſoon as ever he was exalted, exerciſed a 


more arbitrary Power himſelf, than any of 8 


4 Ne Hiſt, Vol. III. Pag. 82. 
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5 01 Princes had ever attempted to do. It i 
the King, as the greateſt breach of 
the Liberties of the People, that he went into the 
Houſe of Commons to demand the Perſons of ſome 
of the Members: Whereas the Uſurper afterwards 
foree of arms turned all the Members out of that 
aſe, treating them and all their Privileges with 
the utmoſt contempt. - And when it pleaſed 'him 
to call a new houſe of Commons, in the very 
Writs he named the Members, whom he appointed 
to ſervefor every County and: Borough. And this 
was che Free” ar amen, Which declared him Pro- 
rector. * | 8 5 eule. 
After the Death of this Tyrant, an Aare Hip. Vol. III. 
der than ever again enſued. Not only every one Book 14: 
grew weary of the Changes almoſt every da 74 
troduced; but thoſe who loved Change rn 
bad quite tired their Invention in projecting Chan 
One of the Parties concerned in th Fs 
this Confuſion, the Anabaptiſts, have given us a 
remarkable Deſcription of it, in their Addreſs to the 
Gk bey then in exile; which” the Noble Hiſtorian 
hath taken care to gener 2 + "There ge. 


hy” dr \That' when t % 406i Ao * Hif. Vol. III. 
ui Turnings and Overturnin Book 15. 


vernors and Governments, which in . e Revole. 
Hons of a few Years had been proguced in this 
Land of Miracles, they were fwallowed up in ofto- 
niſhment : And acknowledge, that their many Fol- 
lies and Imprudences had not been the leaſt means of 
ing birth and growth to thoſe many Miſeries which 
theſe Three once moſt flouriſhing Kingdoms did at that 
time moſt ſadly groan under. They confeſs, that they 
had been roving up and down, this way and that way, 
C through 
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wiſhing now to ſeg, when 
there was mu Religions at all eſtabliſhed. Then was 


that favourite ient in good meaſure! tried, 
which V n h bare bee endo 
trial ef. 41783519 03 9135 4 3 to 
F. | | un State, 
which happen d in the Nation, God was made the 
Author: Nr was {till 


feflions- which theſe Men made. ms yet not 
withſtanding their double Zeal againſt. it, they 
have certai y been the moſt uſeful Tools for the 


adyan- 


y, they 
were, without 
is the Excuſe 1 ET on Pap 
hog rus pr Big — FE 
ound 
to Proteſtantiſni which e received and the 
Scar df which mutt for ever remain. 80 far indeed 
as it can be done, the Obſervaner of this Faſt takes 
away the Neproach, which otherwiſt both our 
Country and n muſt have lain under, on ac- 
count of the hortid Facts which theſe Wretches 
committed! And this was ane great Reaſon, ahd 
ſurely not an inconſiderable one, of its Inſtitiꝛtion. 
For thus the Ac itſelf declares: Brraufe by! this 
 Maiirther: be Proteſtant — — = 
2 aud Re 


= tru 1 55 
& 
— A eee en Nutian © 
— 2 the Lordi and Commons in Parliament: 
Aſembled, da hereby remuunce, alominate ond. prot 22 
tber i in Mariber ani mat unparallel d 
And forthe better Undirotihivy: ourſbues 
to Egg. and at a laſting our ot len- 
wiſe inexpreſſible Deteſtation: of this villanous and ou 
bominable Wo We defire that the Am nenſarx 7 
this Day may for ever be obſerved as a: Baſt... Ri. 
But at the ſame time that I repeat the wards 
of this Act, I would have it remember'd, That cate 
bas) been alſo taken, by the appointment of another 
C'S 


Anni- 
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| "Anniverlary to ſhew, that it j is as a a 
the Legiſlature, that t) Enerdachments of 
. as that the extravagant 
1 of the cople ought to be reſtrain- 
| Tt was not therefore merely the Reſiſtin of 2 
King, in which the Iniquity we this Day 
con But it was refiſting him when Reſi- 
ſtance was s not neceſſary: it was adding to this In- 
juſtice that of his barbarous Murther: it was taking 
away the Lives and Properties of multitudes of 
their innocent Fellow- Subjects: and deſtroying with 
the King the Conſtitution and we this B. itſelf: in 
which conſiſted the ee we Day Profeſs 
our abhortence of. 
This was the Caſe and Fact at that time. And 
8 the Caſe and Fact at the Revolution. 
Thougir the Patrons of the oppoſite Extremes, with 
reſpect to Government, wou yet unite in repreſent- 
ing it to be ſo: As both think it may be turned to 
ſerve: the unreaſonable Pofition they are for ad- 
2 Thoſe who are for the D Power 
aſſert that King James II. was as unlaw- 
—— 2 Rin Charles I. had been 
Gees of his Crown and Life before. Thoſe who 
are of Antimonarchick Principles, have been deſi- 
rous to maintain, That the Beheading of K. Charles 
was as lawful, as the Oppoſition made to K. James; 
and that both were to be juſtified upon the ſame 
Principles and by the ſame Reaſons only. It is very 
apparent however, that there was a great, che greateſt, 
Difference, between the two Caſes: Indeed there 
was no other Similitude, than that a remarkable 
Change of Government both times happen'd. The 


one 
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| one: was from good to bad, the other the reverſe: 
The Conſequence of the one was the ruining; of the 
other, the preſerving the Conſtitution : of the one, 


- the good, of the other, the evil Effects do we at 


this day feel. In the one all was Confuſion Diſor- 
der and Rapine: in the other, every thing was con- 
ducted with the greateſt Calmneſs, and all the Pro- 
ceedings were juſt and regular. The Means made 
uſe of on this latter Occaſion were lawful and good, 
like the End propoſed to be accompliſhed by them. 
But of avery Ra nature were thoſe, which effe- 
cted the Evil we are now aſſembled toexpreſs our de- 
teſtation of, . It was not an armed Force, an illegal 
Power, But the 'Two Houſes of Parliament, theRe- 
preſentative Body of the Nation, which decided 
and ſettled every at the Revolution. This was a 
Change carried on by the Members of the Eſta- 
bliſhed Church, while too many of the Diſſenters 
from it were emp loyed in courting and receiving 
Favours from the Popiſh Power. But thoſe Sons of 
Violence, who acted Ol Tragedy of this Day, had 
deſtroyed the Parliament, and Church alſo, before 
| proceeded to deſtroy their Sovereign. In the 
ane of theſe Tranſactions, there was unexampled 
and Cruelty : The other was ſo conduct- 
ed, as ſcarce to have the Blood of a ſingle Perſon 
ſhed in this Nation. In ſhort, the one will be the 
eternal Honour as well as Adv and the other 
the Scandal and Reproach of this Nation. One of 
theſe Facts hath been of the greateſt ſervice to Ty- 
rany and Superſtition in the World. For Men ha- 
ving ſeen to what lengths thoſe Perſons went, who 
profeſſed to ſet themſelves wi on purpoſe * pull 
own 
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down both; and that really introduced much 
greater ng e pretended to remove: 
. to prevent their laying bald on 
aſe: as an 2 * 
ever, to reſtore the Religion 
of any People. The a 6 on the contrary,. the 
Reyalution, hath helped to anſwer this Objedtiar; 
It has ſhewed that thete may be Zeal without En- 
thufiaſm, and Reformation without Deſtruction: 
that a pt: org oceed in theſe difficult and 
arduous Affairs, all that Wiſdom and Calm- 
neſa, Which is noceſfary to conduct them rightly 
52 — a5 great ſervice to Religion 
and Mankind in general, as it has done to Tas 
CORES in 175 15 | 
But 1 leave 
upon the 
is of more Im 
. im our own Beha- 
viour, . e eee eee ee 
the Conduct of thoſe who: have gorie before- us. 
And who can have Loben benen be Cut, 
r which Enthuſiaſm and Licentiouf- 
neſs occaſioned in thisLand, and not determine with 
himfdf to be exceedingly cautious, not to be delu- 
ded and drawn afide by either of: them? For when . 
once he is drawn afide, how far he may go he 
knows not. 
Thoſe who are Enemies to Monarchy may here 
view the Miſchiefs which Anarchy wrought in theſe 
e W eee 


againſt 


uſe of Lords, January 30, 1737-8. 


again t he Licentiouſnes of e — as Fr 


arch, way an kae — - 
it ; to — 
they contemplate the Confuſion and Op ello 
which another Form of Worſhip in the 
Nation. And thoſe who are Friends to it may ſee, 
that all violent Methods and extravagant Claims, 
muſt prove of great diſſervice to it. But more particu- 
__ Thoſe who are in Authority in theChurch, may 
from the Occurrences of thoſe Times be inſtruct- 
ed, never to carry that Authority farther than its 
Limits; and never to aim at any more Power, 
than by the Word of Gadand Laws of the Realm 
they are plainly inveſted with. 
Again: While wie kinhentehe Miefortuncecf formes 
Times, we cannot but be led torejoice over the Felici- 
ty of our own; who live under a King, who has as 
ener a og or every Right of is r 8 as he 
Prerogative of his own Crown, - 
We mnt ibdeed towel the Lok of « Queen, with 
whom his Majeſty and his People were bleſſed, 
nat of a different Religion, nor in a different Inte- 
eat UnbappineS both of the 5 ; which was the 
t Unhappineſs ce and the Peo- 
2 inthe Reign. TN. back to: 
But 
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But united as much in Affection to the Nation, 
as She was to his Majeſty Himſelf.” We have this 
conſolation” however left, that Both of Them, 
inſtead of ſuffering any wrong Notions of Power 
to be infuſed into their Royal Offspring, (which 
had been again another great Misfortune of the 
Prince and Times, which are the ſubject ONS 
Days Commemoration :) They Both, Te 8 
taken ſo great care to {all ib. ane gh 

into a numerous Poſterity; that, if we — Er- 
ward from our own parties err have 
a pleaſing Proſpect, that our own Poſterity ſhall, 
6 oh own Li Licentiouſneſs does not ar be 
free and ha | 

- And as is no ion in the State, * 
is there none in the Church, even for thoſe at this 
time who wiſh and want to be complaining, to 
be able to complain of. 

Upon the Whole then let us recollect, That 
We of this Nation, have had experience of all 
forts of Mercies and _ We have both ſeen 
and felt the Tyrann 2 $1; Popery, the Wildneſs of 
Enthuſiaſm, and the Wantonneſs of Licentiouſ- 
neſs: And we now feel the Bleſſings of a ſober Re- 
ligion and a free Government. We have indeed 
ſo long felt them, that we ſeem to be growing 

weary of them. But let us neither become ſo un- 
grateful to our God nor unkind to ourſelves. Let us 
take care to ſhew ourſelves worthy of Liberty, by 
ſhewing that we know how to uſe land that we un- 
derſtand the difference between that and Licentiouſ- 
neſs. Let us remember, that there is one thing, and 
but one thing, worſe than abſolute Power, and 
that is an unbridled Licentiouſneſs. Let not us be 


fond 
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fond fond. of tho Republi ican Schemes, which, under 
2 . Ty- 
ranny; which this N groaned under. Let 
not us be for exchanging Th That, pars we have 
El br a long experience to be good and uſe- 
ful, for That which a very · ſhort experience made 
the whole Nation weary of, Let us beware how 
we ſpread ſuch Notions among the People, as 
will leſſen that reſpect to Publick Authority, with- 
out which, not only thoſe who govern, but thoſe 
vrha are to be governed alſo, cannot be ſafe. 
Whoever looks back, muſt fee, that one grea 
Step towards all the Confuſion which ha p Aa 
terwards was, that the Attention of the — 
People had been drawn off from their own Buſineſs 
to the Publick Proceedings. And whoever looks 
about him now muſt ſee, that the ſame Thing 
again but too much prevails. D Pa- 
pers are induſtriouſly put into all Hands: And, 
whatſocver the Intention may be, the Effect 
muſt be bad. While the lower People are 
taken up theſe things, they muſt be taken off 
r= And when Supcndig = | 
| ve to bring Di - 
ſelves, 2 at thoſe who — —— 21; 
They, as the 1/raelites did, — curſe their God and 
their King, and hook upwards. In t - midſt of Plen- 
ty they murmur at that Providence which ſends it: 
in the midſt of Security murmur at that Go- 
verment by means of which they enjoy it. Men 
without Morals are for framing a Religion of 


without Wiſdom enough to be able to 
themſelves, are — new Schemes and invent- 


ing 
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ing better Forms of Government for others; and 
they are cager for pulling down what is ſettled, in 


order to the ſetting up ſomething, they know not 
even themſelves what. 


Religion at the ſame time is treated with as much 
Freedom and as little Decency, as Government or 
any other Subject whatſoever can be. And while this 
is ſo, what can be expected as to other things? When 
once People grow weary of their God, it is not to be 

that they will be likely long to remain 
faithful to their King, or juſt to one another. If 
any Man is really a Friend to his Country, he 
ſhould take care to ſhew himſelf to be ſuch by being 
a Friend to Religion too. Whatever tends to the 
removing out of Mens Minds all Principles of Re- 
ligion, tends to the removing out of the World all 
Government and Order. Religion aboveall things 
conduces:to ſecure Reſpe&t and Obedience to the 
Civil Magiſtrate. It will have a good influence both 
on thoſe; that govern, and thoſe that obey. It will 
teach the former to rule over Men in the Fear of 
God: It will teach the latter to obey not We 


Wrath but for Cunſcience ſake. 


oak nb ebe ontfeives god (inte 


banks 
7 and that will make us good Subjects and good Neigh- 


bours. Let us plant in ourſelves and promote in 
others all thoſe Virtues and Graces, which 
tend to the Peace and Proſperity of all Mankind. 
Let us extirpate thoſe Vices and Paſſions, which 
render the World unhappy; which make Men un- 
eaſy in themſelves and pernicious to others; which 
are the Miſery 2 Perſon, and the Bane 
e et e Agne MOTT 30 8 
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10 conclude : If either the Remembrance of paſt 


Bleſſings, or Proſpect and Hopes of future; if either 
the Memory of paſt Miſeries, or Apprehenſions of 


others to come, can have any effect upon us: If we 


have any love for our Country, any regard for our 
ſelves, or concern for our Poſterity: Let every one 


of us, each in his pr Station, contribute his ut- 
moſt to ſupport and improve our happy Conſtitu- 
tion both in Church and State. Thie Intereſt of 
the One di on that of the Other: And the 


Intereſt both of Prince and People equally depends. 
Thew.. 


upon the Preſervation. of Each 
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